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COVID-19 Weekly Epidemiological Update  
Edition 53, published 17 August 2021 

In this edition:  

¶ Global overview 

¶ Special focus: Update on SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Interest and Variants of Concern 

¶ Special focus: COVID-19 in Prisons 

¶ WHO regional overviews 
¶ Key weekly updates 

  

Global overview 
Data as of 15 August 2021 
 

The global number of new cases has been increasing for the last two months, with over 4.4 million cases reported 
in the past week (9 ς 15 August 2021) (Figure 1). This increasing trend is largely attributed to increases in the 

Western Pacific Region and the Region of the Americas which reported 14% and 8% increases respectively as 

compared to the previous week; the other four regions reported similar or a decrease in new weekly cases as 
compared to the previous week. The cumulative number of cases reported globally is now over 206 million and 

the cumulative number of deaths is almost 4.4 million. All regions except the Western Pacific and the Eastern 
Mediterranean Regions reported similar or a decrease in the number of deaths this week as compared to the 

previous week. While the African Region reported the largest decline in cases and deaths, with 23% and 18% 
decreases in incidence respectively, data from the weekend is incomplete which may overestimate differences as 
compared to the previous week.    

Figure 1. COVID-19 cases reported weekly by WHO Region, and global deaths, as of 15 August 2021**  

 
** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 

  0

 20 000

 40 000

 60 000

 80 000

 100 000

 120 000

  0

1 000 000

2 000 000

3 000 000

4 000 000

5 000 000

6 000 000

3
0
-D

e
c

2
0
-J

a
n

1
0
-F

e
b

0
2
-M

a
r

2
3
-M

a
r

1
3
-A

p
r

0
4
-M

a
y

2
5
-M

a
y

1
5
-J

un
0

6
-J

ul
2

7
-J

ul
1

7
-A

u
g

0
7
-S

e
p

2
8
-S

e
p

1
9
-O

c
t

0
9
-N

o
v

3
0
-N

o
v

2
1
-D

e
c

1
1
-J

a
n

0
1
-F

e
b

2
2
-F

e
b

1
5
-M

a
r

0
5
-A

p
r

2
6
-A

p
r

1
7
-M

a
y

0
7
-J

un
2

8
-J

un
1

9
-J

ul
0

9
-A

u
g

D
e
a

th
s

C
a

s
e
s

Reported week commencing

Americas

South-East Asia

Europe

Eastern Mediterranean

Africa

Western Pacific

Deaths



   
 

2 

 

The regions with the highest weekly incidence rates of cases and deaths per 100 000 population remain the 

same as last week: the Region of the Americas and the European Region reported the highest weekly case (147.4 
and 121.6 new cases per 100 000 population, respectively) and death incidence (2.0 and 1.1 new deaths per  

100 000 population, respectively).  
 

At the country level, the highest numbers of new cases in the past week were reported by the United States of 

America (883 996 new cases; 9% increase), the Islamic Republic of Iran (26 9975 new cases, 9% increase), and 
India (258 121 new cases; 7% decrease). However, the highest numbers of new deaths in the past week were 

reported by Indonesia (10 492996 new cases; 8% decrease), Brazil (6100 new cases, 3% decrease) and the 
Russian Federation (5618 new cases; a 2% increase).   

 
Globally, cases of the Alpha variant have been reported in 190 countries, territories or areas (hereafter 

countries), while 138 countries (one new country) have reported cases of the Beta variant; 82 countries (one 
new country) have reported cases of the Gamma variant; and 148 countries (three new countries) have reported 

cases of the Delta variant.  

Table 1. Newly reported and cumulative COVID-19 cases and deaths, by WHO Region, as of 15 August 2021**  

WHO Region 
New cases 

in  last 7 
days (%) 

Change in 
new cases in 
last 7 days * 

Cumulative 
cases (%) 

New deaths 
in  last 7 days 

(%) 

Change in new 
deaths in last 

7 days * 

Cumulative 
deaths (%) 

Americas 
1 507 234 

 (34%) 
8% 

80 121 215 
 (39%) 

19 956 
 (30%) 

1% 
2 050 072 

 (47%) 

Europe 
1 134 516 

 (26%) 
1% 

62 474 616 
 (30%) 

10 495 
 (16%) 

-3% 
1 242 204 

 (29%) 

South-East Asia 
731 279 

 (16%) 
-9% 

39 908 781 
 (19%) 

19 401 
 (29%) 

-6% 
610 389 

 (14%) 

Eastern 
Mediterranean 

502 683 
 (11%) 

0% 
13 601 389 

 (7%) 
7 034 

 (11%) 
15% 

249 389 
 (6%) 

Western Pacific 
429 153 

 (10%) 
14% 

5 330 671 
 (3%) 

5 711 
 (9%) 

23% 
75 433 

 (2%) 

Africa 
139 767 

 (3%) 
-23% 

5 276 855 
 (3%) 

3 909 
 (6%) 

-18% 
125 934 

 (3%) 

Global 
4 444 632 

 (100%) 
2% 

206 714 291 
 (100%) 

66 506 
 (100%) 

0% 
4 353 434 

 (100%) 

 

*Percent change in the number of newly confirmed cases/deaths in the  past seven days, compared to the seven days prior 
** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
 

For the latest data and other updates on COVID-19, please see: 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Dashboard 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update and previous editions of the Weekly Epidemiological 

Update  

https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
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Figure 2. COVID-19 cases per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 9 - 15 August 2021** 

 
 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
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Figure 3. COVID-19 deaths per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 9 ς 15 August 2021** 

 
 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 


























